
Coolidge Road Comments: 

April 22: At the risk of looking like an absolute suck-up, I wanted to let you know that the striping on Coolidge cost 

me almost no time this morning on my southbound commute and what delay there was largely due to the work at 

the new credit union. I love slower traffic and think this change is going to make the city much nicer. I'm guessing 

you guys might be taking a bit of a beating today so I thought maybe a thumbs-up was in order. 

April 17: We have lived in Berkley for approximately 50 years. The roads have all been widened due to traffic issues 

and to get more traffic to come through our town. Homes have been moved for parking lots as well. It is hard to 

believe our city has the funds to pay for this when our side streets are failing. Since 2015 our street floods and is 

terrible. We approved a bond for infrastructure and it appears there was no need if the city had money to spend on 

Coolidge. This will not increase business. (NOTE: This project is being financed by the Downtown Development 

Authority, which collects its revenue through assessments on commercial properties located within the DDA 

boundaries). 

April 16: This project, I believe, slipped through the usual comments and deliberative legislative process by being 

labeled a “study” of traffic flow. 

I drive once a week in morning rush hour on Coolidge and walk several times a week along Coolidge during evening 

rush hour. During the morning rush hour, I find it almost impossible to make a right turn onto Coolidge northbound 

until I get at least four-blocks south of 12 Mile, to Edgewood. Traffic is too backed up from 12 to make a right from 

Rosemont, Beverly, or Earlmont. In the afternoon rush, I can safely cross Coolidge only at the lights at 12, Wiltshire, 

Catalpa, or Harvard. Crossing at an intersection without a light is high risk-taking. 

These conditions hold with two open lanes of traffic in each direction and left turn lanes at intersections with traffic 

signals. If you want empirical evidence, I drive the Coolidge morning rush once weekly since September, ‘17, and 

have been walking the Coolidge afternoon rush twice weekly since 2005. So the Coolidge study will reduce traffic 

flow to one lane in each direction for the purpose of determining its effect on traffic flow. In rush hour, I’m not sure 

a “study” is needed. The prediction should be obvious even from casual observance of existing conditions. 

In addition, by creating bike lanes (a worthy endeavor in appropriate circumstances), you are subjecting vulnerable 

cyclists to traffic volumes at rush hour that are unsustainable for safety - especially considering that these volumes 

are intense around times of school start and dismissal, the plan risks jeopardizing regular cyclists but especially kids.  

Finally, during discussions of this “study”, did any council members note the driver confusion attendant on newly 

created bike lanes? To take two local examples: Livernois between 8 and 9 Mile Rds., Ferndale, and Livernois 

between 12 and 13 Mile in Royal Oak (Or for that matter, any of the recent bike-lane-only projects.) There is 

absolutely no consistency I can see in the markings. Apparently the state has only “guidelines” but no strict 

patterns/models to be followed. 

April 15:  Again voicing displeasure on the proposed road diet on Coolidge … bad idea, won’t help the few 

businesses on Coolidge, cause more backup traffic on the way to Beaumont … bad idea, bad idea … 

April 13:  First - thank you for giving this a try!  Based on all the comments I see online, I'm sure your inbox is filled 

with all the haters, but there are some of us who are keeping an open mind and like this idea and hope it works 

out.  Unfortunately, the closed-minded haters are killing this before it ever starts and won't agree that it is successful 

even if 100% of the evidence suggests that it is. Sad. 

Second, my only question is whether or not you are taking this re-striping opportunity to fix the southbound Coolidge 

left-hand turn lane at 12 Mile.  Until this last repaving, the lefthand turn lane had always been shifted over so that it 

lined up with the northbound lefthand turn lane.  Now, it is hard to see cars coming in the closest lane and I know of 

at least 1 accident that occurred because of it. 



April 13: I do not support the road diet.  I will be boycotting the businesses on Coolidge and no longer drive on 

Coolidge.  This is a big mistake and I hope the City Officials take control of the DDA, and stop this! 

April 12:  I have lived in Berkley for nearly 24 years, and my wife and I long ago put down roots and raised our 

family here.  We were initially attracted to Berkley for a number of reasons;  small-town feel, abundance of 

reasonably-priced homes, reasonable taxes, good city services and, most importantly, GREAT schools.  This 

community has not disappointed in ANY way since we arrived! 

I applaud the City's desire to try and improve the amenities of our little community by testing whether reducing 

Coolidge Highway, from 11-Mile Road to 12-Mile Road, to three lanes combined with adding parallel parking and 

dedicated bike lanes will improve the small-town 'feel' in this area.  Improved pedestrian interaction for businesses in 

this stretch is a goal, and making Coolidge more pedestrian friendly will, if successful, add to the charm or 

Berkley...for everyone. 

I have heard many complaints about this 'test', and agree that some are valid.  Pushing transient commuter traffic to 

adjacent north-south residential streets (Kipling in particular) is a true risk, and I hope that the City has plans in 

place to police/patrol these areas much more frequently in order to manage this potential problem.  I do believe that, 

over time, many transient commuters will simply avoid Coolidge in this area and seek alternate North-South arterial 

routes (namely Greenfield and Woodward Avenue) long before they arrive at the intersections of Coolidge and 11-

Mile & 12-Mile.  The recent success of similar strategies in Clawson, Royal Oak and Detroit (to name a few nearby 

communities) has shown this to be a success, and effective in reducing transient traffic and improved 

pedestrian/vehicular/bike access to local businesses. 

Please know that, through all the complaints of a vocal minority, there are a great number of residents who are 

excited about the possibilities this test will provide. 

April 11:  I am looking forward to the trial road diet on Coolidge.  Studies have indicated the numerous benefits and 

I am hopeful this will work well for our city.  It’s nice to see city leadership taking initiative to move Berkley into the 

future in positive ways.  It is appreciated that you are taking a trial period to make sure this doesn’t adversely affect 

traffic on our side streets.  Thank you! 

April 11:  As the weather is getting nicer and more folks are getting outside, I've noticed a new trend developing on 

my rides through the established bike lanes in Ferndale and Royal Oak - runners in the bike lanes. Typically it's not a 

problem if they're treating the lane like a road and run against traffic (preferably without earbuds!). It becomes a 

safety issue when they're running with traffic with earbuds in and are oblivious to my booming shouts of ON YOUR 

LEFT! 

As someone that has been riding these inner ring suburbs for 20 years, I understand why runners would prefer to 

use the space. The spring temperatures also bring out every stroller, tricycle and leashed dog and those sidewalks 

can get crowded!  

All of the messaging that I've seen from Ferndale, Royal Oak and Berkley has been focused on how cyclists and 
motorists are meant to navigate these newly configured roads, but I haven't seen much about how pedestrians 
should be interacting with them.  
 

April 11:  As 17-years residents of Berkley, our family is adamantly OPPOSED to the narrowing and slowing of traffic 

lanes on Coolidge Highway. 

The change will undoubtedly push vehicle traffic onto North-South residential neighborhood streets that parallel 
Coolidge Highway.  The increase in traffic volume will increase wear and tear on residential roadways, increase noise 
and pollution in residential neighborhoods and significantly increase the risk of death and dismemberment to 
pedestrians and bicyclists in residential neighborhoods.  This impact has been observed in numerous other cities that 
have decreased the efficiency of through streets. 
 



In addition to the significantly negative impact on quality of life in residential neighborhoods, the resulting decrease 

in property values on the parallel streets constitutes an UNLAWFUL TAKING of equity from my family and every other 
resident on similar parallel streets. 
 
It is my impression from informal, on-line polls that a significant majority of taxpaying Berkley RESIDENTS do NOT 
want this change to Coolidge Highway. 
 
February 12:  Do NOT eliminate a lane on Coolidge for a bike lane.  It's a fiasco on Main Street in Royal 
Oak.  Never once have I seen a bike in the "bike" lane which covers a short distance anyway.  This is absurd.  Bikers 
can use the side streets. 
 
February 12:  I am voicing my support for this project, and anticipate that those who worry about increased 

traffic/decreased travel time in the downtown strip of Coolidge between Catalpa and 12 Mile Road will be surprised 

by how this simple change contributes to the livability and quality of life for this section of town. I can imagine that 

residents who never find themselves as pedestrians or cyclists can’t even understand why this change is a positive 

one. 

My husband and I walk and run frequently, but avoid Coolidge because there is little buffer between the road and 
the sidewalk, and the traffic, frankly, is oppressive and counterproductive to our enjoyment. Recently, we revisited 
Main Street in Royal Oak, north of Catalpa where bike lanes and a road diet were implemented. We were surprised 
by the hidden benefit to those using the sidewalk that a bike lane can provide. Sure, it’s great for cyclists, but it’s 
also great for pedestrians, as well.  
 
The only challenge: I believe a two-year trial is not long enough. Three years would be better. A permanent change, 
better still. 
 
Lately I have been feeling like I want to move out of Berkley because residents here seem to want to disinvest in the 
city every chance they can. Disinvestment does not create a hometown to be proud of. This is a simple, low-cost 
change that may bring more businesses to our little downtown and help it to thrive and be a place we’d like to spend 
time enjoying. 
 
Let’s hope this Complete Streets trial is a way forward for this city, because I definitely do not want to live in a city 
that is simply a pass-through for speeding traffic.  
 
Thanks for offering the chance to provide my input. 
 
February 12:  I just looked at the schematic for the lane changes on Coolidge.  What happens to the bike lanes 
when Coolidge returns to 4 lanes of traffic? 
 
February 11:  The DDA and city council appear to be in bed together.  This does not benefit the citizens at 
all.  Please don’t do this. 
 
February 11:  I'm really not sure how this can work. I travel southbound Coolidge every morning and find it 

congested in several spots. With the elimination of 2 lanes, even with a dedicated turn lane, this will surely create 

greater congestion and driver frustration. Also, how will it work at rush hours when the turn lane is occupied and an 

emergency vehicle needs to get by, just sayin'. 

As an avid cyclist, I have always avoided riding on Coolidge, it's just not safe. I think most residents would feel this 
way. But you want to create a bike lane, unprotected mind you, for people passing thru our great city, albeit in the 
warmer months only. The first lawsuit will occur when a rider is either hit by the opening door of a clueless 
driver parking their car, or when the cyclist swerves to avoid the door and is hit by a passing car. 
 
I'm sorry but all I can think of is the "wonderful" brick paver debacle at the 12/ Coolidge intersection years back.        
I think the residents want a safe city more than a city that thinks it has to follow the fad design of others. 
 
February 11:  I have read your updates on the Road Diet for Coolidge and I do not think it is a good idea. Coolidge 
is such a busy and well-traveled road. Personally, I do not want even more traffic going down Kipling because there 
is enough already.  



 

Also, I suggest putting a left turn light at Coolidge and Catalpa. The high school has a lot of traffic causing people to 
not be able to turn left onto Coolidge. 
 
 
 


